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To see in this amendment an act of forensic judgment it is not necessary to depend upon the doubtful appreciations we may form to-day. The masterly grasp of Mirabeau fixed upon Robespierre's suggestion; he may have passed the sentence so commonly attributed to him and declared that the young lawyer from Artois " would go far, for he believed all he said "; it is certain that on this day (the first in which Mirabeau had so much as heard of Robespierre) he adopted the proposal, and the motion that Mirabeau brought forward upon the following Monday, the 18th, was in substance Robespierre's own.
The incident was the first example of a quality I have already described. Things that were very close to him he could thus judge with accuracy, especially if they had to do with the play of a deliberative assembly, but in proportion as they were distant from his immediate surroundings and foreign to the nature of debate he lost his hold upon them. The close of his life will show his ignorance of the provinces in his hesitation to appeal to them; of Paris in his law of the 22nd Prairial; of the campaigns in his arrest of Hoche and suspicions of Carnot, and especially of Foreign Affairs in his crude abandonment of the intricate and well-organised scheme that Danton had conceived in
1793-
Had the work of the Constituent Assembly proceeded
in a social medium more lethargic than that of France, and had an incomplete and dangerous reform worked itself out amidst the commonplace self-sufficiency of the wealthy; had that compromise, which so many have since desired, been established; had the liberal nobility persuaded the squires, or had the commons discovered the perils of the ideal, Robespierre would have moved securely and low down in a society that was his own: his name
of it only in his own letter to Buissart at Arras, written on the 24th of May.titute an act and be of record.1
